Molecular cloning of chicken Cecr2 and its expression during chicken embryo development.
Cecr2 is a transcription factor involved in neurulation and chromatin remodeling. In the present study, the full length of the coding sequence of the chicken orthologue Cecr2 was obtained by RT-PCR. Sequence analysis and alignment showed that it contained an AT hook, as well as a bromodomain which was highly conserved among different species, consistent with its role in chromatin remodeling. The expression pattern of chicken Cecr2 was subsequently investigated during the development of the chicken embryo by in situ hybridization. In addition to its predominant expression in neural tissues during neurulation, Cecr2 was also found to be expressed in the developing somites and in the intermediate zone of the spinal cord, suggesting that it may play a role in somite and neuronal development.